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MAMA & HUG



KOALA FACT SHEET
T h e  s c i e n t i f i c  n a m e  f o r  a  k o a l a  i s  P h a s c o l a r c t o s  c i n e r e u s .

T h e  w o r d  “ k o a l a ”  c o m e s  f r o m  a n  A b o r i g i n a l  w o r d  m e a n i n g  “ n o  d r i n k ” .  

K o a l a s  g e t  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  w a t e r  f r o m  w e t  l e a v e s  a n d  f r o m  f r e s h  n e w  l e a v e s .

A d u l t  k o a l a s  e a t  2 0 0 - 5 0 0  g r a m s  o f  e u c a l y p t u s  l e a v e s  e a c h  d a y .

K o a l a s  a r e  w a r m - b l o o d e d  m a m m a l s .

K o a l a  t e e t h  h a v e  b e e n  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e i r  g u m l e a f  d i e t .  T h e i r  b a c k  t e e t h  a r e

s h a p e d  t o  c u t  a n d  g r i n d  t h e  l e a v e s  t o  g e t  t h e  m o s t  n o u r i s h m e n t  a n d  t h e i r

f r o n t  t e e t h  a r e  v e r y  s h a r p  s o  t h e y  c a n  n i p  t h e  l e a v e s  o f f  t h e  t r e e .

T h e y  a r e n ’ t  v e r y  s o c i a l  c r e a t u r e s  a n d  p r e f e r  t o  b e  a l o n e .

I n  c a p t i v i t y ,  f e m a l e  k o a l a s  c a n  l i v e  t o  b e  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  b u t  m a l e

k o a l a s  h a v e  a  s h o r t e r  l i f e s p a n .  

I n  t h e  w i l d ,  m o s t  k o a l a s  o n l y  l i v e  t o  b e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d .

T h e r e  a r e  o v e r  5 0 0  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  e u c a l y p t u s  t r e e s ,  b u t  k o a l a s  o n l y  e a t

a b o u t  5 0  o f  t h e m .  

T h e y  a r e  a l s o  n o c t u r n a l  s o  t h e y  a r e  m o s t l y  o n l y  a c t i v e  a t  n i g h t .

K o a l a s  a r e  a r b o r e a l ,  m e a n i n g  t h e y  a r e  t r e e  d w e l l i n g .
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Fast Fact!
Koalas don’t get much

energy from their leafy
diet so they can sleep for
over 20 hours per day!

A baby koala is called a joey



WRITING EXERCISE - ONOMATOPOEIA
O n o m a t o p o e i a  ( s o u n d  w o r d s )  a r e  u s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  M a m a  &  H u g .  C a n  y o u

f i n d  s o m e  a n d  l i s t  t h e m  h e r e ?
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C a n  y o u  m a k e  a  s e n t e n c e  o f  y o u r  o w n  t h a t  u s e s  s o u n d  w o r d s ?  T r y

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  s o u n d s  y o u  m i g h t  h e a r  i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  b u s h  w h e n  i t ' s

r a i n i n g  o r  d u r i n g  a  s t o r m .

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



CRITICAL THINKING - MARSUPIALS
K o a l a s  a r e  A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e  a n i m a l s .  T h e y  a r e  a l s o  m a r s u p i a l s .  W h a t  d o

m a r s u p i a l s  h a v e  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ?
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Draw a picture of a koala hereList all the marsupials you can think of



CRITICAL THINKING - KOALAS
I n  M a m a  &  H u g ,  a  b u s h f i r e  c a u s e s  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  f o r  k o a l a s  a n d  o t h e r
a n i m a l s .  W h a t  a r e  s o m e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e  a n i m a l s ?
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M a m a  &  H u g  i s  a  narrat ive  non-f ict ion picture  book.  Whi le  Mama and Hug are
f ict ional  characters  ( they aren't  real) ,  their  story  is  s imilar  to  many other  real
koalas.  There is  a lso lots  of  non-f ict ion information and facts  woven throughout
the story.  Write  down 5  facts  you learned about  koalas  by  reading the book.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _


