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Pipp Puggle is a tiny echidna with a big
problem. Although he’s good at doing lots
of things, like: hunting ants, curling into a
ball, and building terrifically tidy
burrows, Pipp’s spines simply will not
come. Tired of waiting for them to appear,
Pipp sets out on a quest to make them
grow. But he soon learns that some things
can’t be rushed … This is a gentle,
humorous tale emphasising the
importance of perseverance and patience.
It also showcases some of Australia’s
best-loved native animals and their
unique characteristics.

BUY THE BOOK
Purchase the book at
www.wombatbooks.com.au.
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www.aleesahdarlison.com.  
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Aleesah Darlison is an award-winning author of over 50 books for
children. She has won or been shortlisted for numerous awards
including the Environment Award for Children’s Literature, the
CBCA Eve Pownall Award, and the Speech Pathology Book of
the Year Awards. Many of Aleesah’s books champion the cause
of animals, the environment, and child self-empowerment.



ECHIDNA FACT SHEET
T h e  s c i e n t i f i c  n a m e  f o r  a n  e c h i d n a  i s  T a c h y g l o s s u s  a c u l e a t u s  ( w h i c h

m e a n s  s p i n y  f a s t - t o n g u e  o r  s p i n y  a n t e a t e r ) .

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  t y p e s  o f  e c h i d n a :  t h e  s h o r t - b e a k e d  a n d  t h e  l o n g - b e a k e d .

E c h i d n a s  a r e  w a r m - b l o o d e d  m a m m a l s .

E c h i d n a s  c a n  l i v e  f o r  u p  t o  f i f t y  y e a r s .

E a c h  o f  t h e  e c h i d n a ’ s  s p i n e s  i s  f o r m e d  f r o m  a  s i n g l e  h a i r .

A n  e c h i d n a  c a n  l i f t  o b j e c t s  t w i c e  i t s  w e i g h t .

E c h i d n a s  l i k e  t o  b a s k  i n  t h e  s u n  l i k e  r e p t i l e s .  T h e y  a l s o  l a y  e g g s  l i k e

r e p t i l e s .  T h e  e g g s  i n c u b a t e  f o r  1 0  d a y s  i n s i d e  t h e  m o t h e r ’ s  p o u c h  b e f o r e

h a t c h i n g .  

A  b a b y  e c h i d n a  i s  c a l l e d  a  p u g g l e .  P u g g l e s  a r e  b o r n  b l i n d  a n d  h a i r l e s s .  

P u g g l e s  d r i n k  m i l k .  E c h i d n a  m i l k  i s  p i n k  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h  i r o n  c o n t e n t .

A n c e s t o r s  o f  e c h i d n a s  r o a m e d  t h e  p l a n e t  w i t h  d i n o s a u r s .  D i n o s a u r s  d i e d

o u t  b u t  m o n o t r e m e s  a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e .

E c h i d n a s  a r e  a c t i v e  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  a n d  a r e  m a i n l y  s o l i t a r y  a n i m a l s .

E c h i d n a s  a r e  s t r o n g  d i g g e r s  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  l o n g ,  s h a r p  c l a w s .

S h o r t - b e a k e d  e c h i d n a s  e a t  a n t s  a n d  t e r m i t e s .  L o n g - b e a k e d  e c h i d n a s  e a t

w o r m s  a n d  i n s e c t  l a r v a e .

E c h i d n a s  h a v e  a  s m a l l  m o u t h  a n d  t o o t h l e s s  j a w .  T h e y  h a v e  a  l o n g ,  s t i c k y

t o n g u e  w h i c h  s t i c k s  o u t  f r o m  i t s  s n o u t .

E c h i d n a s  d r i n k  w a t e r  a n d  c a n  s w i m .
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Fast Fact!
Echidnas are monotremes
- one of only two found in

Australia. Do you know
what the other one is?

A baby echidna is called a puggle.



PUGGLE'S  PROBLEM WRITING EXERCISE
A f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  b o o k ,  y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e p e a t i n g  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  P i p p  a s k s  e a c h
a n i m a l  h e  c o m e s  a c r o s s  i n  t h e  b u s h .  C h o o s e  y o u r  o w n  A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e  a n i m a l  a n d  t h i n k
a b o u t  t h e i r  u n i q u e  f e a t u r e s  o r  a b i l i t i e s .  G i v e  t h i s  a n i m a l  a  n a m e ,  c r e a t e  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t
P i p p  c a n  a s k  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e  a n s w e r  t h e y  m i g h t  g i v e .  J u s t  l i k e  t h e  a n i m a l s  i n  t h e  b o o k .
T h e n  f i l l  i n  t h e  b l a n k s  b e l o w .

Pipp asked ___________________ the _________________________ , "How did you get your

_____________________________ ?"

I ________________________ every day, " _______________ said. "Perhaps _____________________

will work for your spines." 
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Draw your animal here



4. Echidna's favourite food.
6. The colour of echidna milk.
7. The term for an egg laying mammal.
8. The number of babies an echidna usually has at one time.
9. Another name for the echidna's long nose.
12. Another monotreme.
15. A puggle's first food.
16. What echidna spines really are.
17. What a baby echidna is called.
18. Echidnas have a very long ... which they use to lick up their food.
19. Number of days an echidna egg incubates.
20. An echidna's tongue is long and ...
23. Echidnas have a very keen sense of ...

1. Echidnas are ... blooded.
2. Where an echidna lives.
3. Echidna eggs are soft-shelled and ...
5. Echidnas are also called ... anteaters.
10. Echidnas use these to protect themselves.
11. Baby echidnas are born ...
13. Likes to live alone.
14. An echidna grows up to ... cms long.
17. Where baby echidnas spend the first few months of their life.
21. Echidnas use these to burrow into the ground.
22. When frightened, echidnas may ... into a ball.
24. Echidnas lay these.

Across Down

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 
WITH THIS FUN ECHIDNA CROSSWORD!
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PUGGLE'S PROBLEM
COLOURING IN PAGE
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