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When the home of a little bent-wing
bat colony is destroyed, Warambi
becomes separated from her mother
and the other bats. Lost and alone
she finds shelter in an unusual place
far away. 

Scary sounds are all around her.
Danger is ever present. Will she find
her way home?
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B Y  A L E E S A H  D A R L I S O N

Aleesah Darlison is an award-winning author of over 50 books for
children. She has won or been shortlisted for numerous awards
including the Environment Award for Children’s Literature, the
CBCA Eve Pownall Award, and the Speech Pathology Book of
the Year Awards. Many of Aleesah’s books champion the cause
of animals, the environment, and child self-empowerment.



BAT FACT SHEET
T h e  s c i e n t i f i c  n a m e  f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  b e n t - w i n g  b a t  i s  M i n i o p t e r u s  a u s t r a l i s .      

T h e i r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s t a t u s  i s  l i s t e d  a s  v u l n e r a b l e .    

L i t t l e  b e n t - w i n g  b a t s  a r e  s m a l l ,  c h o c o l a t e - b r o w n  i n s e c t i v o r o u s  b a t s .  

T h e y  h a v e  l o n g ,  t h i c k  f u r  a n d  a r e  a r o u n d  4 5  m m  l o n g .   

M o s t  b a t s  a r e  i n s e c t - e a t e r s .  T h e i r  f a v o u r i t e  f o o d s  a r e  b e e t l e s ,  m o t h s ,  f l i e s

a n d  m o s q u i t o e s .  

B a b y  b a t s  a r e  c a l l e d  p u p s .  M o s t  b a t s  h a v e  o n e  b a b y  a t  a  t i m e .    

B r e e d i n g  o r  r o o s t i n g  c o l o n i e s  c a n  n u m b e r  u p  t o  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s .    

B a b y  b a t s  d r i n k  o n l y  t h e i r  m o t h e r ’ s  m i l k .    

W h e n  h u n t i n g  p r e y ,  b a t s  u s e  e c h o l o c a t i o n ,  s e n d i n g  o u t  s q u e a k i n g  s o u n d s ,

o r  u l t r a s o n i c  p u l s e s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  m o u t h  o r  n o s e .  

T h e s e  s o u n d s  a r e  s o  h i g h - p i t c h e d ,  h u m a n s  c a n ’ t  h e a r  t h e m .  

B a t s  p u l l  t h e m s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r  -  l i k e  w e  u s e  b u t t e r f l y  s t r o k e  w h e n

s w i m m i n g .    

A  b a t  c a n  s w o o p ,  d i v e ,  h o v e r ,  t u r n  s h a r p l y  a n d  c a t c h  p r e y  w i t h  i t s  w i n g s ,

w h i c h  a r e  r e a l l y  h a n d s .  U n l i k e  b i r d s ,  m o s t  b a t s  c a n ’ t  ‘ s o a r ’ .    

B a t s  h a v e  f i v e  p o i n t e d  c l a w s ,  o r  t o e s ,  o n  e a c h  o f  t h e i r  t w o  h a n d s .  

T h e i r  t h u m b s  a r e  m o v e a b l e ,  j u s t  l i k e  h u m a n  t h u m b s .
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Fast Fact!
Bats are nocturnal. 

They sleep in the day and
hunt at night.

Microbats are tiny and only weigh a few grams



WARAMBI WRITING EXERCISE
C h o o s e  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e  p a g e  f r o m  t h e  b o o k .  W r i t e  d o w n  w h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  o n  t h e  p a g e .
W h y  i s  i t  y o u r  f a v o u r i t e ?
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Draw a picture of a bat here

Can you l ist  other  nat ive  Austral ian animals  that  are  nocturnal  (come out  at  night)?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE WITH THIS FUN 
NOCTURNAL ANIMALS CROSSWORD!

Across Down
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5. Small endangered nocturnal Australian animal with big ears. 
7. Animals that are active during the daytime. 
8. Bats have moveable ... just like humans. 
12. What a baby bat is called. 
14. Bats who eat insects are... 
17. Little bent-wings like to eat these. 
18. Flying mammal. 
19. How many pups a female bat usually has. 
21. The little bent-wing's conservation status. 
22. When they are born, baby bats drink their mother's... 
23. An animal that is awake at night. 
25. A large Australian marsupial that usually feeds at dawn and dusk. 
26. Flying foxes are also known as ... bats 

1. A nocturnal bird. 
2. Bats ... themselves to keep their fur soft and clean. 
3. Where little bent-wing bats sometimes roost. 
4. Some animals in deserts are nocturnal to avoid the ... of the
day. 
6. Warambi is a little ... bat. 
9. Many animals become endangered due to ... loss. 
10. Some nocturnal animals sleep in these during the day. 
11. Many animals have become nocturnal to avoid being... 
13. Nocturnal Australian animal that eats fruit and flowers. 
15. How bats 'see' at night. 
16. Nocturnal animals have a good sense of hearing and... 
20. Bilbies, a nocturnal Australian animal, do not need to drink... 
24. Nocturnal animal with a black-and-white striped face. 
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