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The Beehive 
By Megan Daley and Max Hamilton 
Published by Walker Books 
 
From the outset, with the vibrant yellows on the cover, to the welcoming endpapers of yellow, 
white, green, and black to bring our focus to the subject of this story (native stingless bees), 
through to the layered and informative text within, The Beehive is a standout production in the 
world of picture books. Readers follow a narrative about Willow, a young girl patiently waiting 
for the time when the native beehive in her schoolyard can be split so she can have a hive of her 
own. The Beehive is a book that nurtures the mind of nature lovers, it’s perfect for use as a 
classroom resources, and to educate readers young and old about Australia’s own unique, 
native stingless bees. This book is packed with information and combines a thoughtful, gentle 
story with appealing illustrations that are both detailed and inclusive in terms of the characters 
portrayed throughout. Part of the Nature Storybooks Series from Walker Books. 
 
Purchase link: https://www.walkerbooks.com.au/book-works/the-beehive/ 
 
The Big Backyard Plan 
Written by Kirsten Ealand 
Illustrated by Laura Stitzel 
Published by Affirm Press 
 
The idea of creating self-sustaining communities in our own backyards is an incredibly attractive 
one, especially as we face the effects of climate change. Through the hopeful plan of four young 
friends – Azumi, Theo, Bree, and Jack – author, Kirsten Ealand, proposes a harmonious way for 
neighbours to live, survive, and thrive together. Instead of having four different backyards, four 
different sheds, four different gas-guzzling lawnmowers, why not share what they have and save 
the environment in the process? The Big Backyard Plan is an inspiring story that will light the 
imaginations and the hopes of young children as they attempt to navigate the world they are 
inheriting from previous generations, a world that is not necessarily in good shape. The rhyming 
text is bouncy and light, supporting the book’s central purpose with enthusiasm and joy. Stitzel’s 
detailed illustrations are fun, busy, colourful, and appealing. 
 
Can You Guess Who? 
Written by Teena Raffa-Mulligan  
Illustrated by Veronica Rooke 
Published by Serenity Press 
 
Children will learn to count along with this Australasian counting story featuring some of the 
region’s most iconic and beloved animals. All these animals are gathering to meet a special guest 
and are led along by Mama Wallaby. The special guest is a lovely surprise at the end to finish the 
story on a high note. Children will enjoy naming and counting their favourite animals all the way 
through this bright little book. 
 
Purchase link: https://teenaraffamulligan.com/ 
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Cassowary Dad 
Written by Beverley McWilliams 
Illustrated by Julian Teh 
Published by CSIRO Publishing  
 
From a clutch of pearly green eggs, three cassowary chicks hatch and it’s up to Dad to care for 
his brood on his own. He must show his babies how to eat and how to survive in their 
sometimes dangerous rainforest home. The text is lyrical and evocative, the illustrations 
gloriously detailed and vibrant – the birds’ blue and red colours ‘pop’ off the page. Cassowary 
Dad is a joy to read, brimming with information that kids will lap up. This one’s a keeper! 
 
Creature Corridors 
Written by Billie Rooney 
Illustrated by Anke Noack 
Published by CSIRO Publishing  
 
Creature Corridors reminds readers that we share our busy, bustling world with many animals. 
Like us, animals need to move from place to place, but because of human intervention such as 
farms, factories, hotels, and highways, it’s not safe for them to do so. The impact of humans on 
native flora and fauna is enormous and often catastrophic. There is something we can do to 
help, however, and that help comes in the form of wildlife corridors. This book provides various 
examples of the types of ‘creature corridors’ that have been constructed to keep animals safe 
and out of harm from roads, dams, domesticated pets, and more. The endpapers explain in 
detail the types of creature corridors that have been implemented all across Australia. One that 
young readers will no doubt connect with is the building of safe places for animals in their own 
backyard, school playground, or local park. No matter our age or our location, we can all help 
make the world a safer place for our animal friends. 
 
Good Night, Good Beach  
By Joy Cowley and Hilary Jean Tapper 
Published by Gecko Press / Walker Books  
 
There’s nothing like a day beside the sea! The light, sweet rhyming text in this book makes it 
perfect reading for young ones – at storytime on the mat or at bedtime. 
 
Moon at the window 
sea by the door, 
waves hush-hushing 
on the shore. 
 
A lovely tribute to many seaside holidays from childhoods past and present from one of New 
Zealand’s most successful authors. 
 
Purchase link: https://www.walkerbooks.com.au/book/9781776575565/ 
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The Great Dawn Choir 
By Sarah Speedie and Cindy Lane 
Published by CSIRO Publishing  
 
Featuring eye-catching illustrations with a strong pink-and-purple palette by Cindy Lane that 
supports the rhyming, lyrical text of Sarah Speedie, ‘The Great Dawn Choir’ is a celebration of 
Australia mornings and our magnificent birdlife. The book has a fantastic read-aloud quality 
young children will adore and will no doubt join in with as they flock to the storytime mat, eager 
to vocalise the various bird calls included in the text.  
 
Hatch 
Written and illustrated by Heidi Cooper Smith 
Published by CSIRO Publishing 
 
Eggs and many of the Australian animals that lay them are featured in this delightful book called 
‘Hatch’. The cover featuring a turtle hatchling is warm and inviting, the detailed images within 
and the raft of information provided both in the non-fiction text and the back matter will 
fascinate young minds. Of particular note are the front endpapers that feature eggs vs the back 
endpapers which feature irresistible newly hatched babies! ‘Hatch’ is a delightful, inviting, richly 
illustrated book that children pore over. Heidi Cooper Smith’s illustrations are expressive, 
detailed, and divine as always. 
 
Little Horses 
By Deborah Kelly and Jenni Goodman 
Published by Wombat Books 
 
Oh, my! I couldn’t stop ogling the cover of this one, it truly is a work of rich, detailed art, 
swimming with colour and detail. Within the book, each internal spread is illustrated with just as 
vividly. Goodman brings the water world created by Kelly in her text to life in stunning detail. 
There’s so much to pore over on every page – child and adult readers alike will simply adore this 
book. The story text is delicate and light, like the seahorse itself. Each word has been carefully 
selected, each line flows with a rhythm reminiscent of a peaceful ocean current. This is a perfect 
book to introduce children to seahorses and the dangers they face when storms hit and they’re 
washed into the ‘deserts blue’, as well as the real-life solution developed by marine scientist, 
David Harasti. Simply magical. 
 
Look, See, Find Me 
Written and illustrated by: Sandra Severgnini 
Published by CSIRO Publishing  
 
Once more, author-illustrator Sandra Severgnini invites us into her world of stunning, detailed 
illustrations of the natural world. This time, her book – ‘Look, See, Find Me’ – feature animals 
adept at camouflage. The light, rhyming text invites young readers into a journey of discovery, 
asking them to look closer at each double page spread, to seek out and find the creatures 
hidden amongst the leaves, flowers, foliage, and ocean reefs. An overview of each animal 
featured amongst the pages is included at the back of the book as well as a glossary and 
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information about camouflage. Eagle-eyed readers will also be able to spot each animal’s eggs 
concealed across the page. A delightful ‘treasure hunt’ book that will surely pique the interest of 
nature lovers everywhere! 
 
Mystery of the Missing Turtles  
Written by Deborah S Bower, Ricky-John Spencer, Michael B Thompson, Jame U Van Dyke, and 
Elizabeth Hale 
Illustrated by James O’Hanlon  
Published by CSIRO Publishing 
 
Supporting the 1 Million Turtles Citizen Science Project, The Mystery of the Missing Turtles is an 
interesting project and a factual, informative, and well-written story. The main character is a 
young girl called Brooke, who is based on Dr Brooke Kennedy, a Kamilaroi Indigenous lecturer 
and scientist. Brooke spends much of her time by the creek at her farm, and she's very much in 
touch with nature. She notices that there are loads of turtles in her river, but they're all old. 
Being the young scientist that she is, Brooke investigates. Through her investigations, she finds 
that a predator is eating the turtle eggs, which means there are no hatchlings. Brooke comes up 
with a method to protect the eggs to ensure new generations of turtles can survive. It's a great 
plan and one that can be recreated by other citizen scientists in real life. The book includes 
endpaper information about Australian turtles and the problems facing them. It also includes a 
glossary and a link to the 1millionturtles.com website where people can find resources and 
training to help protect turtles in their area. Overall, it's a valuable book, perfect for any young 
eco warrior, citizen scientist, or animal lover. 
 
Neighbourhood Nest 
Written and illustrated by Sarah Jane Lightfoot  
Published by Affirm Press 
 
It’s hard to imagine a more delightful opening to a picture book than the one in ‘Neighbourhood 
Nest’. Author-illustrator, Sarah Jane Lightfoot captures the sunrise colours of Australian suburbia 
perfectly in her illustrations. At the start, the reader is introduced to Maggie the Magpie, who 
has a rather concerning problem to solve. There is a strange egg in her nest, one that doesn’t 
belong to Maggie, and which needs to be returned to its parent. Concerned for the unhatched 
baby bird’s welfare, Maggie sets out on a journey around her neighbourhood, checking in with 
all the birds to see if the mystery egg belongs to them. We meet a willie wagtail, wood ducks, 
kookaburras, galahs and more, learning about their eggs and their nests as we do. Along the 
way, readers can spot various items hidden in the illustrations, which adds another layer for 
eager youngsters with eagle eyes. 
 
Our World of Wild Wonders 
Written by Jevita Nilson 
Illustrated by Jess Racklyeft 
Published by CSIRO Publishing 
 
Using lyrical narrative text and vibrant illustrations, Our World of Wild Wonders, presents 
amazing wildlife facts in a way that ignites the interest of child readers. Racklyeft’s illustrations 
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are irresistible as usual and the animals chosen to feature in the book vary from otters to bears 
to chameleons and butterflies … and more. The perfect companion book for Nilson’s earlier 
release, Our World Full of Wonder, and possessing strong alignment to the Australian 
curriculum via English and Science. 
 
Rakali of the Riverbank 
Written by Stephanie Owen Reeder 
Illustrated by Rachel Gregg 
Published by CSIRO Publishing  
 
Journey through the night with Rakali, a male native Australian water rat, and heretofore 
unsung hero of our waterways. Rakali must hunt for food, protect his brood of pups, and fight 
off nasty black rats, cane toads, and feral foxes. It’s a dangerous world for the native rodent and 
Reeder manages to imbibe her story with drama, adventure, and information to excite and 
educate curious young minds. Loads of additional facts in the end-papers will have young 
readers poring over this book for ages, no doubt enticing them to discover more about this 
enigmatic and gutsy rodent hero. The night-time scenes of nocturnal Rakali are awash with 
colour and light, his world deftly brought to life by illustrator, Rachel Gregg. Be prepared to 
appreciate rodents in an entirely new way. 
 
Rosie’s Garden 
Written by Olivia Coates 
Illustrated Samantha McLelland 
Published by EK Books 
 
When a skyscraper is built over Rosie’s community garden, she marches straight into the Big 
Boss’s office to have a word with her. The outcome from the discussion is unexpected but 
positive. It offers an ideal to aim for when it comes to ordinary people versus big corporations. 
Empowering young children with the knowledge that they can make a difference to their 
communities and the environment is also a wonderful ideal to uphold. 
 
Sid and the Very Hard to Find Squid 
Written and illustrated by James O’Hanlon 
Published by CSIRO Publishing 
 
The colossal squid has never been seen alive in the wild and young Sid is on a mission to rectify 
that. Sid is an adventurous kid and sets out to spot a squid, journeying across the world to do so. 
Along the way, readers will see many incredible creatures, yet the colossal squid remains 
elusive. Well, elusive for Sid, but perhaps not elusive for eager readers who might be able to 
spot the squids in the illustrations. 
A fun tale for children who love sea creatures and who share author-illustrator, James 
O’Hanlon’s fascination with the colossal squid. Fascinating squid facts are included in the 
endpapers. Highly recommended for every young nature enthusiast with a thirst for knowledge 
… and adventure. 
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This Bird: Noticing Our Urban Birds 
By Astrid Hicks and Holly Parsons 
Published by CSIRO Publishing  
 
Perfect for young bird lovers (and the not-so-young), ‘This Bird’ is the ideal companion for 
curious kids who adore nature and birdlife. The book is a non-fiction illustrated compendium of 
some of Australia’s most interesting and iconic native birds. Included in the pages are 
backgrounds notes, tips for spotting birds, and location maps for each species. Thirteen different 
categories of birds are covered in the book, from ground dwellers to raptors and beyond. Full 
colour, vibrant and expressive illustrations bring the birds and their habitats to life. This is more 
than a picture book, it’s an informative keepsake that equates to a young reader’s version of the 
well-known ‘What Bird is That?’. 
 
When the Mountain Awakes 
Written and illustrated by Matt Shanks 
Published by Affirm Press 
 
With its larger size format, hardcover, and dust jacket (so rare these days!), ‘When the Mountain 
Awakes’ is sure to become a treasured keepsake in homes and in schools. Essentially a story 
about hope and renewal, we are introduced to a mountain who has been asleep for many 
millions of years and which awakens when it can no longer hear the song of the world around it.  
The mountain sets out on a journey to find the song, the reader accompanying them. Through 
the use of minimalistic text and expansive illustrations, the reader witnesses Shanks’ 
interpretation of what caused the Earth to go silent and how one tiny, fragile element can once 
again bring music back to the world. The mountain and the world are indeed enormous, but 
what will save us is something that is so small it can often be overlooked. A reflective, 
environmentally focused allegory that will resonate with all those who hope for a better future. 
 
Where Are All the Christmas Beetles 
Written and illustrated by Suzanne Houghton 
Published by CSIRO Publishing 
 
I’ve often wondered about the answer to the question posed in the title of this book myself. As a 
child (many moons ago) there were literally thousands of Christmas beetles to be found in the 
summer. Now … they seem to be a rarity. Author-illustrator, Suzanne Houghton, sets out to 
answer the question in this, her latest picture book offering. Told in short rhyming sentences 
with the voice and cadence of a child so as to appeal to young picture book readers, the author 
reflects on the beauty and wonder of Christmas beetles. The lifecycle and other interesting facts 
draw readers in, rewarding us with titbits information and delightful depictions of these tiny but 
wondrous creatures. The story then moves onto the issue at hand, the question about what’s 
happening to the beetles. Explanations are offered before we move onto possible solutions and 
a hope-filled ending. Endpaper notes and a glossary come in handy for those wishing to delve 
deeper into this mystery or for classroom study. Houghton’s gentle, colourful illustrations tease 
Christmas, summer, and those stunning Christmas beetles into life. Plenty to discover here! 
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Wollemi: Saving a Dinosaur Tree  
Written by Samantha Tidy  
Illustrated by Rachel Gyan 
Published by CSIRO Publishing  
 
What a remarkable book this one is. Tidy has written an engaging, inspiring, and dramatic story 
about the discovery of an ancient species of tree, the Wollemi pine. Bringing the life and times 
of a tree to the page and making it interesting would, at first, seem to be a challenging task. But 
Tidy’s text is so effectively delivered the reader is left inspired and admiring of both the 
Wollemi’s precious status and the author’s writing skills. The illustrations are vibrant with 
greens, reds, and browns featuring strongly in the artist’s palette. They’re expressive, stylised, 
and inclusive in their approach to character depictions. Tidy writes for the species by bringing in 
the human aspects of the Wollemi’s discovery and ongoing protection, including the race by 
firefighters to save these rare trees from recent catastrophic fires that swept through the area in 
which the pines grow. Wollemi is an important resource for schools and stands as perhaps the 
first and only record of this ancient tree in children’s literature. No doubt after you read the 
Wollemi’s story you’ll want to plant one or two in your backyard. 
 
Wombat Poos Are Square 
Written by Sophie Gillies 
Illustrated by Karen Erasmus 
Published by CSIRO Publishing 
 
Yes indeed, wombat poos are square! In this new picture book by Sophie Gillies and Karen 
Erasmus, readers will discover all about the distinctive poos done by Australian birds and 
animals. Featuring illustrations with warm, earthy tones reminiscent of the Australian outback, 
‘Wombat Poos are Square’ delivers information in fun, bouncy, rhyming text. The cute 
illustrations to tell a big part of the story and add to the humour. If you’ve ever wanted to know 
the digestive habits of Australian native animals, this is the book for you. It would make a terrific 
addition to any class, school, or home library for young animal lovers and naturalists. Three 
pages of detailed notes plus a glossary are included at the back of the book and will no doubt 
prompt further discussion and study. 
 
The Wonderful Worlds of Carnivorous Plants 
Written and illustrated by Suzanne Houghton 
Published by CSIRO Publishing 
 
The world of carnivorous plants is wonderful indeed! Author-illustrator, Suzanne Houghton, 
highlights several remarkable species of ‘killer plants’ and the interesting mechanisms they use 
to trap and devour their prey. Houghton also explains how some carnivorous plants work 
together with animals to survive and thrive and touches on the sad fact that some of these 
amazing plants are becoming extinct. Accompanied by labelled, richly illustrated examples of 
well-known carnivores like the American pitcher plant and Venus flytrap, this book is a feast for 
the eyes and the mind. Young readers are sure to want to dive into the pages to learn all they 
can about these special specimens from the plant world. 
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The World from Here 
Written by Cassy Polimeni 
Illustrated by Mel Armstrong  
Published by CSIRO Publishing  
 
The World from Here explores STEM themes of nephology (the study of clouds), meteorology, 
ad geography. It’s a terrific ‘broad spectrum’ picture book with a particular focus on weather, 
observation, and pausing to wonder at the world around us. At its heart, the book is an 
invitation for children to think more deeply about the world they live in while gently educating 
them about it. The World from Here includes a loose narrative about two child characters, Milo 
and Maya, who observe the world from different viewpoints – one from the ground, the other 
from the sky. Interspersed throughout this light narrative is information about our world and 
how to take notice of it. At the end of the book, we see Milo and Maya come together to 
explore the world in unison. Endpapers include facts about the weather and a glossary. Mel 
Armstrong’s illustrations support the instructive text nicely, offering up each child’s perspective 
in thoughtful and inclusive ways. 
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