
A PICTURE BOOK 
FOR AGES 4 - 8 YEARS

BOOK SYNOPSIS

Easy to read text for young readers.
Bright, engaging illustrations. 
Strong characterisation.
Includes fact boxes.

Poppy is one groovy turtle!

Join Poppy the Mary River turtle on an
adventure to find a new waterhole to call
home. Plip! Plop! Parp!

Part of the Endangered Animal Tales Series
written by Aleesah Darlison, illustrated by
Mel Matthews and published by Penguin
Random House Australia. 

BUY THE BOOK
Purchase the book at 
www.penguin.com.au.

Find more Teaching Notes at
www.aleesahdarlison.com.  
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
A l e e s a h  D a r l i s o n  

 

B Y  A L E E S A H  D A R L I S O N



Aleesah Darlison is an award-winning author of over 50 books for
children. She has won or been shortlisted for numerous awards
including the Environment Award for Children’s Literature, the
CBCA Eve Pownall Award, and the Speech Pathology Book of
the Year Awards. Many of Aleesah’s books champion the cause
of animals, the environment, and child self-empowerment.

POPPY, THE PUNK TURTLE
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MARY RIVER TURTLE FACT SHEET
M a r y  R i v e r  t u r t l e s  a r e  c a l l e d  ‘ p u n k  t u r t l e s ’  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f l e s h y  s p i k e s

u n d e r  t h e i r  c h i n s  a n d  t h e  g r e e n  a l g a e  t h a t  g r o w s  o n  t h e i r  h e a d s ,  w h i c h

r e s e m b l e s  a  m o h a w k  h a i r c u t .

T h e y  a r e  o n e  o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  m o s t  a n c i e n t  a n d  m o s t  t h r e a t e n e d  s p e c i e s  o f

f r e s h w a t e r  t u r t l e .

M a r y  R i v e r  t u r t l e s  a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  f r e s h w a t e r  t u r t l e s .  M a l e s  g r o w  u p  t o  5 0

c m  l o n g .

T h e  t a i l  o f  a  m a l e  M a r y  R i v e r  t u r t l e  i s  s u p e r  l o n g  a n d  h o o k s  a t  t h e  e n d .  N o

o t h e r  t u r t l e ' s  t a i l  h o o k s ,  s o  t h i s  m a k e s  t h e m  u n i q u e .

T h e i r  c a r a p a c e  c a n  b e  p l a i n  o r  p a t t e r n e d .  T h e i r  c o l o u r  v a r i e s  f r o m  r u s t y

r e d  t o  a l m o s t  b l a c k .

M a r y  R i v e r  t u r t l e s  n o r m a l l y  t a k e  2  t o  6  w e e k s  t o  d i g e s t  f o o d  d u e  t o  t h e i r

s l o w  m e t a b o l i s m .  

T u r t l e s  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n  e x t e r n a l  e a r  o p e n i n g ,  i n s t e a d  t h e y  h a v e  a n  e a r d r u m

t h a t  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s k i n .

F o r  m a n y  d e c a d e s ,  b a b y  M a r y  R i v e r  t u r t l e s  w e r e  t a k e n  a n d  s o l d  a s  ' p e n n y

t u r t l e s '  i n  p e t  s t o r e s .  T h e y  w e r e n ' t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  s p e c i e s  u n t i l  1 9 9 4 ,

a l t h o u g h  t h e y  h a d  r o a m e d  t h e  M a r y  R i v e r  f o r  m i l l i o n s  o f  y e a r s .

M a r y  R i v e r  t u r t l e s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  e n d a n g e r e d .  

Fun Fact!



Mary River turtles can
breathe through their

bottoms!
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LANGUAGE
L o o k  a t  t h e  t e x t  a n d  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o n  P a g e s  1 8  a n d  1 9 .  D i s c u s s  t h e  w o r d s  u s e d  t o

d e s c r i b e  t h e  a n i m a l s  l o o k i n g  t o  e a t  t h e  t u r t l e  e g g s .  H o w  d o e s  t h e  a u t h o r  u s e

w o r d s  a n d  t h e  i l l u s t r a t o r  u s e  c o l o u r  t o  i n d i c a t e  a  c h a n g e  i n  m o o d ?

D i s c u s s  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  w o r d  c h o i c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t o r y .  A r e  t h e r e  a n y  w o r d s

y o u ' r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h ?  W r i t e  d o w n  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  ' g r o o v y ' ,  ' t r u n d l e ' ,

' p l u c k y ' ,  a n d  ' s c u t t l e ' .  Y o u  m a y  w i s h  t o  u s e  a  d i c t i o n a r y  i f  n e c e s s a r y .

T h e  w o r d s  ' P L I P ' ,  ' P L O P ' ,  ' P A R P '  a r e  o n o m a t o p o e i a  ( s o u n d  w o r d s ) .  T h e y  a r e  a l s o

a l l i t e r a t i v e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  l e t t e r .  W r i t e  d o w n  1 0  o t h e r  s o u n d

w o r d s .  W r i t e  5  w o r d s  t h a t  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  l e t t e r  a s  T U R T L E .



LITERACY
L o o k  a t  P a g e s  1 0  a n d  1 1 .  W h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g ?  W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  P o p p y  d o e s n ' t

f e e l  w e l l ?

W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  P o p p y  s t o p s  t h e  p r o t e c t  t h e  e g g s ?
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LITERATURE
F i n d  o t h e r  p i c t u r e  b o o k s  a b o u t  t u r t l e s .  W r i t e  d o w n  t h e  t i t l e s ,  t h e i r  a u t h o r s ,  a n d

i l l u s t r a t o r s .  R e a d  e a c h  b o o k  a n d  m a k e  a  l i s t  o f  t h i n g s  y o u  l i k e  a b o u t  e a c h  o n e .

C h o o s e  a  s p e c i e s  o f  t u r t l e  a n d  w r i t e  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  i t .  D o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  g i v e  y o u r

c h a r a c t e r  a  p r o b l e m  t o  f a c e .  D r a w  p i c t u r e ( s )  t o  a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  s t o r y .
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B i o l o g y

C r e a t e  a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  p o s t e r  a b o u t  M a r y  R i v e r  t u r t l e s .  D r a w  a  p i c t u r e  o f  a  M a r y

R i v e r  t u r t l e .  C o l o u r  i t  i n .  L a b e l  i t s  e x t e r n a l  f e a t u r e s .  A d d  s o m e  k e y  f a c t s .

M a k e  a  l i s t  o f  r e p t i l e s  a n d  a m p h i b i a n s .  H o w  a r e  t h e y  t h e  s a m e ?  H o w  a r e  t h e y

d i f f e r e n t ?  I s  P o p p y  a  r e p t i l e  o r  a n  a m p h i b i a n ?

N a t u r e  &  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t

R e s e a r c h  t h e  M a r y  R i v e r .  D r a w  a  m a p  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d  a n d  s h o w  w h e r e  t h e  M a r y

R i v e r  f l o w s .

M a k e  a  l i s t  o f  o t h e r  f i s h ,  b i r d s ,  a n d  a n i m a l s  t h a t  l i v e  i n  o r  n e a r  t h e  M a r y  R i v e r .

A r e  a n y  o f  t h e m  e n d a n g e r e d ?

 

SCIENCE



Favourite Food:

Personality: 

Favourite Colour:

Create Your Own 
Punk Turtle Character

Character Name:

www.aleesahdarlison.com


