
A PICTURE BOOK 
FOR AGES 4 - 8 YEARS

BOOK SYNOPSIS

Simple, accurate vocabulary for young
readers. 
Story text perfectly complimented by
bright, colourful illustrations. 
An important message about one of
Australia's endangered animals.
Includes fact boxes.

Fly with Rusty the Gouldian finch as he
searches for a mate and saves his young
family from fire.

Part of the Endangered Animal Tales Series
written by Aleesah Darlison, illustrated by
Mel Matthews and published by Penguin
Random House Australia. 

BUY THE BOOK
Purchase the book at 
www.penguin.com.au.

Find more Teaching Notes at
www.aleesahdarlison.com.  
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
A l e e s a h  D a r l i s o n  

 

B Y  A L E E S A H  D A R L I S O N



Aleesah Darlison is an award-winning author of over 50 books for
children. She has won or been shortlisted for numerous awards
including the Environment Award for Children’s Literature, the
CBCA Eve Pownall Award, and the Speech Pathology Book of
the Year Awards. Many of Aleesah’s books champion the cause
of animals, the environment, and child self-empowerment.

RUSTY, THE RAINBOW BIRD



GOULDIAN FINCH FACT SHEET
G o u l d i a n  f i n c h e s  a r e  A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e  b i r d s .  T h e y  a r e  o n l y  f o u n d  i n  t h e

N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  a n d  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .

T h e y  a r e  s m a l l  b i r d s  w i t h  a  b r i g h t  g r e e n  b a c k ,  y e l l o w  b e l l y ,  a n d  a  p u r p l e

b r e a s t .  T h e y  h a v e  a  r e d ,  b l a c k ,  o r  y e l l o w  h e a d .  

T h e y  l i v e  n e a r  w a t e r h o l e s  i n  t r o p i c a l  s a v a n n a h ,  t h i c k e t s ,  a n d  w o o d l a n d s

w i t h  g r a s s y  p l a i n s .  

T h e y  a r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  d a y  a n d  f o r a g e  i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s .

G o u l d i a n s  a r e  q u i e t  b i r d s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  t h e y  m a k e  a  h i g h - p i t c h e d  w h i s t l e .

T h e y  a l s o  m a k e  t r i l l s ,  s o f t  c h i r p s ,  a n d  h i s s e s .

G o u l d i a n s  a r e  s o c i a l  a n d  o f t e n  f o r m s  f l o c k s  w i t h  o t h e r  b i r d  s p e c i e s .

T h e s e  f i n c h e s  a r e  h e r b i v o r e s  a n d  f e e d  o n  s e e d s  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  i n s e c t s .

G o u l d i a n s  f o r m  l o n g - l a s t i n g  m a t i n g  p a i r s .

T h e y  a r e  t h e  o n l y  g r a s s f i n c h  t h a t  n e s t s  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t r e e  h o l l o w s  o r

h o l e s  i n  t e r m i t e  m o u n d s .  

F e m a l e s  l a y  b e t w e e n  4 - 8  e g g s  a t  a  t i m e .

C h i c k s  a r e  b o r n  h e l p l e s s ,  n a k e d ,  a n d  b l i n d .  B o t h  p a r e n t s  l o o k  a f t e r  t h e m .

T h e  c h i c k s  h a v e  b r i g h t l y  c o l o u r e d  g a p e s  ( m o u t h s )  a n d  c a l l  l o u d l y  w h e n

t h e i r  p a r e n t s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  n e s t  s o  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a b l e  t o  f i n d  a n d  f e e d

t h e m  i n  t h e  d a r k  n e s t .  
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Fast Fact!
Gouldian finches are
Australia's brightest

coloured grassfinches. 
 They're also known as

'rainbow birds'. 

Baby Gouldian finches
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CLASSROOM DISCUSSION & ACTIVITIES



LANGUAGE
L o o k  a t  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o n  P a g e s  6  a n d  7 .  D i s c u s s  t h e  f e e l i n g s  b e i n g  e x p r e s s e d

b y  R u s t y  a n d  O l i v e  a c r o s s  t h e s e  p a g e s .

W h a t  w o r d s  d o e s  R u s t y  u s e  i n  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  s h o w  h e ’ s  A u s t r a l i a n ?

W h a t  w o r d s  d o e s  t h e  a u t h o r  u s e  t o  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  f i r e  i s  d a n g e r o u s ?

W h a t  d o e s  t h e  w o r d  ' e n d a n g e r e d '  m e a n ?

R e s e a r c h  o t h e r  A u s t r a l i a n  b i r d s  a n d  f i n c h e s .  W r i t e  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  o n e  o f  t h e m .
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LITERATURE
L o o k  a t  l a n g u a g e  d e v i c e s  s u c h  a s  a l l i t e r a t i o n  a n d  r e p e t i t i o n  i n  R u s t y ,  t h e

R a i n b o w  B i r d .  W r i t e  a n  a l l i t e r a t i v e  s e n t e n c e  a b o u t  G o u l d i a n  f i n c h e s .  Y o u  m i g h t

l i k e  t o  u s e  t h e  s t o r y  o r  t h e  f a c t s  i n  t h e s e  T e a c h i n g  N o t e s  t o  h e l p  y o u .

W r i t e  a n  a c r o s t i c  p o e m  u s i n g  t h e  w o r d  ' F I N C H '  o r  ' R A I N B O W ' .

U s i n g  R u s t y  o r  O l i v e  a s  a  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  w r i t e  t h e  n e x t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  s t o r y  w h e r e

t h e y  m u s t  s e t  u p  a  n e w  n e s t .  W r i t e  t h i s  a s  a  s h o r t  s t o r y  o r  p i c t u r e  b o o k .  D r a w

p i c t u r e ( s )  t o  a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  s t o r y .

 LITERACY
D i s c u s s  w h a t  h a p p e n s  i n  R u s t y ,  t h e  R a i n b o w  B i r d .  W h a t  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s

f a c i n g  R u s t y  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  a s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r ?

W r i t e  t h r e e  d e s c r i p t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  a b o u t  G o u l d i a n  f i n c h e s .  

W h a t  c o l o u r s  d o e s  t h e  i l l u s t r a t o r  u s e  t o  d e p i c t  t h e  b u s h f i r e ?  H o w  d o  t h e s e

c o l o u r s  d i f f e r  f r o m  t h o s e  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  b o o k ?
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SCIENCE
B i o l o g y

C r e a t e  a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  p o s t e r  a b o u t  G o u l d i a n  f i n c h e s .  D r a w  a  p i c t u r e  o f  a

G o u l d i a n  f i n c h .  C o l o u r  i t  i n .  L a b e l  i t s  e x t e r n a l  f e a t u r e s .  A d d  s o m e  k e y  f a c t s .

N a t u r e  &  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t

R e s e a r c h  b u s h f i r e s .  W h a t  c a u s e s  t h e m ?  H o w  c a n  t h e y  b e  m a n a g e d  b e t t e r ?  W h a t

e f f e c t  d o  t h e y  h a v e  o n  h u m a n s  a n d  a n i m a l s ?

D r a w  a  p i c t u r e  o f  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  w h e r e  G o u l d i a n  f i n c h e s  a r e  f o u n d .

D i s c u s s  w h a t  t y p e s  o f  t h i n g s  G o u l d i a n s  e a t .

 



HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

H i s t o r y

D i s c u s s  h o w  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  n o n - n a t i v e  s p e c i e s  m i g h t  a f f e c t  G o u l d i a n  f i n c h e s

a n d  o t h e r  n a t i v e  A u s t r a l i a n  a n i m a l s .

D i s c u s s  h o w  I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  m a n a g e d  t h e  l a n d  w i t h  f i r e s .  H o w

d o e s  m a n a g e m e n t  b y  f a r m e r s  d i f f e r ?

G o u l d i a n  f i n c h e s  a r e  e n d a n g e r e d .  W h a t  o t h e r  A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e s  a r e  e n d a n g e r e d ?

G e o g r a p h y

D r a w  a  m a p  o f  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  m a r k  w h e r e  t h e  G o u l d i a n  f i n c h  l i v e s .

R e s e a r c h  t r o p i c a l  s a v a n n a h s  a n d  g r a s s y  w o o d l a n d s .  D r a w  a  p i c t u r e .
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THE ARTS
S t u d y  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o n  P a g e  2 6  a n d  2 7  t h e n  d i s c u s s  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  R u s t y ,

O l i v e ,  a n d  t h e i r  b a b i e s .

D r a w  a  p i c t u r e  o f  G o u l d i a n  f i n c h e s  h a v i n g  f u n  a t  t h e  w a t e r h o l e .

D r a w  a  p i c t u r e  o f  a  b u s h f i r e .  U s e  c o l o u r  t o  s h o w  e m o t i o n  a n d  t o n e .  I n c l u d e

s o m e  A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e s  a n i m a l s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  t r y i n g  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  f i r e .

 


